













From: Air Vice Marshal J.D. Breakey, CB., DFC. 
oe | 7 : BRITISH JOT @ SERVICES MISSION 
‘ff fTELEPHONE: , . AIR FORCE STAFF any 
va x eure 2020 ; ; sd Ti desaaall N. W. i: USAR 
af y TENS ASHINGTON, D. Cc. 
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE ‘i U. Ss. A. : 
REFERENCE BAFS/ MAS AiR ’ ; 1 ara ete 


: 14th March,1952. i: 
TOP SECRET ; 
Nhu, dunn Tom, : 


As I mentioned to. you during our discussion 
yesterday, the British Defence Coordinating Committee, 
Far Hast, have for a long time urgently required 7 
photographic coverage of Chinese territory in the 
vicinity of Hong Kong to a depth of 15 miles. Unfort- 
unately, however, vertical photography is not acceptable 
as the risk of detection is considered too great, and we 
have no other type of camera which would do the job 
without infringing Chinese territory, a thing for obvious 
reasons we wish to avoid. 


2» The Air Ministry, on behalf of the British 
Chiefs of Staff, have therefore asked me to ascertain 
whether the USAF could help us out with this problem. 


2 Be It is believed that the USAF have a small 
number of 100" lens cameras fitted in Skymasters or 
Similar size aircraft, which would cover the area very 
adequately by oblique photography without infringing 
the. frontier, and that one such camera has been used 
‘recently by the USAF in the Far East. This type of 
camera is incidentally too large to fit into any R.A.F. 
aircraft, Also it is understood that the USAF have other i 

. long focal length lens cameras, including a 60" of 
conventional design, which we think might possibly fit 
into a Valletta aircraft, although we do not know for 
certain until it has been tried. This camera we believe 
could produce oblique coverage of the border to a depth 
of 20 miles without crossing the frontier. 
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Lt.General T.D. White, USAF, is 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations, : 
Room 4H-1008, Pentagon, ae ; 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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ae the only satisfactory method of obtaining this 
most valuable photographic coverage would be by eithers- 
(a) The USAP agreeing to undertake 
periodic oblique photographs, 
possibly from bases in Okinawa and 
Formosa without landing at Hong Kong. 


2 ee 


(b) The USAF lending the RAF a 60" camera 
for use in a Valletta aircraft, 
provided it can be fitted. 


I will be most grateful if you will consider this 
matter and inform me whether either of the above alternatives © 
in paragraph 4 can be agreed. If this request can be 
approved, you may consider that the best way to deal with . 
it would be for me to ask the Air Ministry to obtain British 
Chiefs of Staff clearance for the British Defence Co-~ 
ordinating Committee, Far East, to arrange details direct 
with appropriate USAF authorities in the Far East. Naturally,’ 
however, if you can think of any more convenient arrangement 
we will be very happy to fall in with your ideas. 


Yours drwcaty 
a 
an eenneanenid i 


a or Youn convenince (7 Aaee ) - 
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